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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the communication received on 28 March 
2007. 

2. Claims 30, 39, 48 were cancelled. 

3. Claims 1-29, 31-38, 40-47 and 49-55 are presented for examination. 

Drawings 

4. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "at least one 
retrieval condition, at least one corresponding identifier" in claim 1, the "a retrieval 
condition" in claims 16, 29, 38, 47 must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the 
claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be*canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
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Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

5. Claims 1 , 16 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

6. There is inconsistent in the limitation of "at least one corresponding identifier for 
an image or sound file to be displayed" in claim 1 and the limitation of "at least one 
corresponding identified image or sound file" in claim 16. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

7. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

8. Claims 29, 31-37, 47, 49-55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claim 
29 recites the elements of "a first function block, a second function block" and claims 47, 
49-55 recite the element of "a computer program", which when read in light of 
specification amounts to nothing more than computer software void of computer 
readable medium. See MPEP 2106(IV)(B)(1) 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

10. Claims 1-29, 31-38, 40-47 and 49-55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Maeda et al. US patent # 6,973,458 B1. 

11. As to claim 1 , Maeda discloses a communication system (Fig, 1) including: 
a communication network (Fig. 1); and 

a plurality of terminal devices (Fig. 1, users 101, 102 103, 113-115) connectable to said 
communication network for transmitting from a sender (Fig. 1, email sender 102) and 
receiving by a user (Fig. 1 t email browser 114 of client 112) an information item (a 
structured document or an email) through said communication network (Fig. 1 f col. 10, 
lines 5-17; col. 16, lines 34-43); 

wherein said communication system includes a table (a structured document important 
item condition table /a structured document important item related attaching item 
condition table, col. 20, lines 1-12, col. 20, line 66 -col. 21, line 6) which provides at 
least one retrieval condition (keyword(s)/ tag(s)) and for each said retrieval condition at 
least one corresponding identifier for an image file to be displayed (the important items 
or the extracted portions to be displayed), so as to enable said terminal devices of said 
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user to detect (to search and to read out) in said information item said at least one 
retrieval condition and if the retrieval condition is detected (searched, read out) to 
display said information item with said at least one corresponding identified image file 
(Figs. 3, 22, col. 11, lines 31-43; col. 9, lines 5-23; col. 29, line 62 -col. 30, line 38). 

12. As to claim 2, Maeda discloses wherein each retrieval condition in said table 
comprises a key object (col. 19, line 26 -col. 20, line 12; col. 20, line 30 -col. 21, line 
6)- 

13. As to claim 3, Maeda discloses wherein each said key object comprises at least 
one object selected from the group consisting of key words and key marks (col. 19, line 
26 - col. 20, line 12; col. 20, line 30 - col. 21, line 6). 

14. As to claim 4, Maeda discloses wherein said table includes designating data 
(tags) which designate data for displaying said information item with said at least one 
corresponding identified image file (col. 19, line 26 -col. 20, line 12; col. 20, line 30- 
col. 21, line 6). 

1 5. As to claim 5, Maeda discloses wherein said table includes necessary data for 
displaying said information item with said at least one corresponding identified image 
file (col. 19, line 26 - col. 20, line 12; col. 20, line 30 - col. 21, line 6). 

16. As to claim 6, Maeda discloses wherein said table is editable (specify, add, 
change, delete, col. 18, lines 48-61; col. 19, line 26 -col. 20, line 12; col. 20, line 30- 
col. 21, line 6). 
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17. As to claim 7, Maeda discloses wherein said table is transferable (sharing) 
through said communication network (Figs. 3, 22, col. 11, lines 31-43; col. 9, lines 5-23; 
col. 29, line 62 - col. 30, line 38). 

18. As to claim 8, Maeda discloses wherein said information item comprises an e- 
mail (Figs. 3, 22, col. 11, lines 31-43; col. 9, lines 5-23; col. 29, line 62 - col. 30, line 
38). 

19. As to claim 9, Maeda discloses wherein said e-mail has at least an attached file 
(Figs. 3, 22, col. 11, lines 31-43; col. 9, lines 5-23; col. 29, line 62 -col. 30, line 38). 

20. As to claim 10, Maeda discloses wherein said table is stored in a memory of said 
terminal device (Figs. 3, 22, col. 11, lines 31-43; col. 9, lines 5-23; col. 18, lines 48-61; 
col. 19, line 26 - col. 20, line 12; col. 20, line 30 - col. 21, line 6; col. 29, line 62 - col. 
30, line 38). 

21 . As to claim 1 1 , Maeda discloses, wherein said table is open on a server 
computer on said communication network, so as to enable said terminal device to 
download said table from said server (Figs. 3, 22, col. 11, lines 31-43; col. 9, lines 5-23; 
col. 18, lines 48-61; col. 19, line 26 - col. 20, line 12; col. 20, line 30 - col. 21, line 6; 
col. 29, line 62 - col. 30, line 38). 

22. As to claim 12, Maeda discloses wherein each of said terminal devices includes: 
a first function block (a retrieval function, col. 19, lines 16-25) for performing said 
retrieval under said retrieval condition with reference to said table; and 

a second function block (Fig. 1, the email browser 114, col. 11, lines 36-42) for 
displaying said information item in accordance with said at least one corresponding 
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identified image file (Figs, 3, 22, col. 11, lines 31-43; col. 9, lines 5-23; col. 18, lines 48- 
61; col. 19, line 26 - col. 20, line 12; col. 20, line 30 - col. 21, line 6; col. 29, line 62 - 
col. 30, line 38). 

23. As to claim 13, Maeda discloses wherein each of said terminal devices further 
includes: 

a third function block (Fig. 1, the client 1 12, col. 2, lines 33-39) for transmitting and 
receiving said table through said communication network (col. 9, lines 5-28). 

24. As to claim 14, Maeda discloses wherein each of said terminal devices includes: 
a processing unit (Fig. 1, col. 9, lines 5-28; col. 12, lines 49-52); and 

a memory accessible by said processing unit, and said memory storing a computer 
program (Fig. 1, recording device 111) comprising the steps of 
means for performing said retrieval under said at least one retrieval condition with 
reference to said table (Figs. 3, 22, col. 11, lines 31-43; col. 9, lines 5-23; col. 18, lines 
48-61; col. 19, line 26 - col. 20, line 12; col. 20, line 30 - col. 21, line 6; col. 29, line 62 - 
col. 30, line 38)\ and 

means for displaying said information item in accordance with said at least one 
corresponding identified image file (Figs. 3, 22, col. 11, lines 31-43; col. 9, lines 5-23; 
col. 18, lines 48-61; col. 19, line 26 -col. 20, line 12; col. 20, line 30 -col. 21, line 6; 
col. 29, line 62 - col. 30, line 38). 

25. As to claim 15, Maeda discloses transmitting and receiving said table through 
said communication network (Figs. 3, 22, col. 11, lines 31-43; col. 9, lines 5-23; col. 18, 
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lines 48-61; col. 19, line 26 -col. 20, line 12; col. 20, line 30 -col. 21, line 6; col. 29, 
line 62 - col. 30, line 38). 

26. Claim 16 corresponds to the apparatus claim of claim 1; therefore, it is rejected 
under the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

27. Claims 17-24 introduce identical limitations of claims 2-9; therefore, they are 
rejected under the same rationale as in claims 2-9. 

28. Claims 25-28 introduce identical limitations of claims 12-15; therefore, they are 
rejected under the same rationale as in claims 12-15. 

29. Claim 29 corresponds to the apparatus claim of claim 1; therefore, it is rejected 
under the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

30. Claims 31-37 introduce identical limitations of claims 2, 4-9; therefore, they are 
rejected under the same rationale as in claims 2, 4-9. 

31 . As to claim 38, Maeda discloses a method of displaying information, comprising 
the steps: 

detecting (searching and reading out) in an information item (an email) a retrieval 
condition (a keyword or a tag), said retrieval condition having been inserted in said 
information item by the sender and said information item having been transmitted over a 
communication network by said sender to a user; and 

displaying said information item with at least one image file (an important item; an 
extracted portion) identified as corresponding to said detected retrieval condition, 
wherein said retrieval condition and each said identified image file corresponding to said 
retrieval condition is recorded in a table and said detecting is performed with reference 
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to each one of more retrieval conditions in said table, said displaying being performed 
for each detected retrieval condition, said sender and said user each being capable of 
executing said method (Figs. 3, 22, col. 11, lines 31-43; col. 9, lines 5-23; col. 18, lines 
48-61; col. 19, line 26 -col. 20, line 12; col. 20, line 30 -col. 21, line 6; col. 21, line 60- 
col. 22, line 23; col. 29, line 62 - col. 30, line 38). 

32. Claims 40-46 introduce identical limitations of claims 2-6, 8-9; therefore, they are 
rejected under the same rationale as in claims 2-6, 8-9. 

33. Claim 47 corresponds to the computer readable medium claim of claim 38; 
therefore, it is rejected under the same rationale as in claim 38. 

34. Claims 49-55 introduce identical limitations of claims 40-46; therefore, they are 
rejected under the same rationale as in claims 40-46. 



35. Claims 1-29, 31-38, 40-47 and 49-55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Cruickshank US 2003/0158734 A1. 

36. As to claim 1, Cruickshank discloses a communication network (Fig. 1, a 
message system 104)] and a plurality of terminal devices connectable to said 
communication network for transmitting from a sender and receiving by a user an 
information item (an email message, [0009]-[0013], [0026]) through said communication 
network; 

wherein said communication system includes a table (a list of textual units) which 
provides at least one retrieval condition (word(s)) and for each said retrieval condition at 
least one corresponding identifier for a sound file to be displayed, so as to enable said 
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terminal devices of said user to detect in said information item said at least one retrieval 
condition and if the retrieval condition is detected (searched, spoken out) to display said 
information item with said at least one corresponding identified image or sound file 
(Figs. 2, 4, [0031]-[0033], [0040]). 

37. As to claim 2, Cruickshank discloses wherein each retrieval condition in said 
table comprises a key object (Figs. 2, 4 } [0009]-[0013], [00261 [0031]-[0033] f [0040]). 

38. As to claim 3, Cruickshank discloses wherein each said key object comprises at 
least one object selected from the group consisting of key words and key marks (Figs. 
2, 4, [0009M0013I [00261 [0031H0033I [0040]). 

39. As to claim 4, Cruickshank discloses wherein said table includes designating 
data (words) which designate data for displaying said information item with said at least 
one corresponding identified image or sound file (Figs. 2, 4, [0009]-[0013], [0026], 
[0031H0033I [0040]). 

40. As to claim 5, Cruickshank discloses wherein said table includes necessary data 
for displaying said information item with said at least one corresponding identified image 
or sound file (Figs. 2, 4 } [0009H0013], [0026] [0031]-[0033], [0040]). 

41. As to claim 6, Cruickshank discloses wherein said table is editable (specify, add, 
change, delete, Figs. 2, 4, [0009]-[0013], [0026], [0031]-[0033], [0040]). 

42. As to claim 7, Cruickshank discloses wherein said table is transferable through 
said communication network (Figs. 2, 4, [0009]-[0013], [0026], [0031]-[0033], [0040]). 

43. As to claim 8, Cruickshank discloses wherein said information item comprises an 
e-mail (Figs. 2, 4, [0009]-[001 3], [0026], [0031H0033], [0040]). 
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44. As to claim 9, Cruickshank discloses wherein said e-mail has at least an attached 
file (Figs. 2, 4, [0009]-[0013], [00261 [0031]-[0033], [0040]). 

45. As to claim 10, Cruickshank discloses wherein said table is stored in a memory 
of said terminal device (Figs. 2, 4 } [0009]-[0013], [00261 [0031H0033I [0040]). 

46. As to claim 1 1 , Cruickshank discloses, wherein said table is open on a server 
computer (Abstract) on said communication network, so as to enable said terminal 
device to download said table from said server (Abstract, Figs. 2, 4, [0009]-[0013] } 
[0026] f [0031H0033I [0040]). 

47. As to claim 12, Cruickshank discloses wherein each of said terminal devices 
includes: 

a first function block (engine 206) for performing said retrieval under said retrieval 
condition with reference to said table; and a second function block (PCM output) for 
displaying said information item in accordance with said at least one corresponding 
identified image or sound file (Figs. 2, 4, [0009M0013] f [0026] f [0031]-[0033], [0040]). 

48. As to claim 13, Cruickshank discloses wherein each of said terminal devices 
further includes: 

a third function block (email messaging) for transmitting and receiving said table through 
said communication network (Figs. 2, 4 } [0009]-[0013], [00261 [0031]-[0033], [0040]). 

49. As to claim 14, Cruickshank discloses wherein each of said terminal devices 
includes: 

a processing unit (Fig. 2; 102, [0009]-[0013] t [0026], [0031]-[0033] t [0040]); and 
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a memory accessible by said processing unit, and said memory storing a computer 
program (Fig. 2; 204, [0009]-[001 3], [00261 [0031]-[0033], [0040]) comprising the steps 
of 

means for performing said retrieval under said at least one retrieval condition with 
reference to said table (Figs. 2 } 4 } [0009]-[0013], [0026], [0031]-[0033l [0040])\ and 
means for displaying said information item in accordance with said at least one 
corresponding identified image or sound file (Figs. 2, 4, [0009]-[0013], [00261 [0031]- 
[00331 [0040]). 

50. As to claim 15, Cruickshank discloses transmitting and receiving said table 
through said communication network (Figs. 2, 4, [0009]-[0013], [00261 [0031]-[0033], 
[0040]) 

51 . Claim 16 corresponds to the apparatus claim of claim 1 ; therefore, it is rejected 
under the same rationale as in claim 1. 

52. Claims 17-24 introduce identical limitations of claims 2-9; therefore, they are 
rejected under the same rationale as in claims 2-9. 

53. Claims 25-28 introduce identical limitations of claims 12-15; therefore, they are 
rejected under the same rationale as in claims 12-15. 

54. Claim 29 corresponds to the apparatus claim of claim 1; therefore, it is rejected 
under the same rationale as in claim 1. 

55. Claims 31-37 introduce identical limitations of claims 2, 4-9; therefore, they are 
rejected under the same rationale as in claims 2, 4-9. 
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56. As to claim 38, Cruickshank discloses a method of displaying information, 
comprising the steps: 

detecting (searching and speaking out) in an information item (an email) a retrieval 
condition (a word), said retrieval condition having been inserted in said information item 
by the sender and said information item having been transmitted over a communication 
network by said sender to a user (Figs. 2, 4, [0009]-[001 3], [00261 [0031]-[0033], 
[0040])] and 

displaying said information item with at least one image or sound file identified as 
corresponding to said detected retrieval condition, 

wherein said retrieval condition and each said identified image or sound file 
corresponding to said retrieval condition is recorded in a table and said detecting is 
performed with reference to each one of more retrieval conditions in said table, said 
displaying being performed for each detected retrieval condition, said sender and said 
user each being capable of executing said method (Figs. 2, 4, [0009]-[0Q13], [0026], 
[0031]-[0033], [0040]). 

57. Claims 40-46 introduce identical limitations of claims 2-6, 8-9; therefore, they are 
rejected under the same rationale as in claims 2-6, 8-9. 

58. Claim 47 corresponds to the computer readable medium claim of claim 38; 
therefore, it is rejected under the same rationale as in claim 38. 

59. Claims 49-55 introduce identical limitations of claims 40-46; therefore, they are 
rejected under the same rationale as in claims 40-46. 
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60. Further references of interest are cited on Form PTO-892, which is an 
attachment to this action. 

Response to Arguments 

61 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,16, 29, 38, 47 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

62. In the remarks, Applicant argued in substance that: 

Point (A), the prior art do not disclose that, "the table is applied directly by the 
email receiver and based upon an evaluation done by that user upon the text 
received from the sender" (page 15). 

As to point (A), Maeda disclose in figure 3 the table is applied directly by the 
receiving user 1 14 and based upon an evaluation done by that user upon the 
items received from the email sender 102 (Figs. 1, 3). 
Point (B), the prior art do not disclose that, "the detection of the retrieval 
condition, the detection being done by the user from the text transmitted by the 
sender" (page 15). 

As to point (B), Maeda discloses in figure 3 that, upon receiving the email, the 
email browser 1 14 displays the email (step 309). At this point, if the important 
items are contained in the email, the tags indicating that they are extracted are 
attached by the document important item extraction device 110" (col. 11, lines 5- 
42). 
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Conclusion 

63. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai V. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3901. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:00-3:30 Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on 571-272-3868. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Hai V. Nguyen 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2142 
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